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The Chemical Index of Alteration (CIA) was expressed as CIA (molar) to become a more sensitive measure of
the degree of chemical weathering. The CIA (molar) has the value of 1 for fresh feldspars and for
unweathered, non-peraluminous igneous rocks, but increases towards infinity as chemical weathering
progresses. The utility of this index as a humidity indicator for both modern and ancient muds was tested. A
database comprising 281 entries with chemical data for modern and ancient sediments deposited under arid,
semi-arid, semi-humid and humid climate was assembled from the literature, and used to calibrate the
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Paleoclimatology relationship between humidity and CIA (molar) values. For both modern and ancient sediments, the
Weathering histograms display a shift towards higher values with increasing geological indicators of humidity, whereas
Permian sediments deposited under conditions inferred to be arid from other geological indicators show values

Parand Basin
Chemical index of alteration

tightly clustered around 1. The Permian of the Parana Basin was then used as an example of the applicability
of the CIA (molar) for paleoclimatic studies. Major element analyses (Al,0s, K50, Na,0, CaO) were performed
on 55 claystones and shales from three drill cores in a stratigraphic succession spanning the Early to Late
Permian. The CIA (molar) for these rocks accorded with expectations based on sedimentologic and
paleontologic evidence, discriminating well between arid and humid conditions in the basin independently
determined from sedimentological and paleontological indicators. The use of the CIA (molar) as a paleo-
humidity indicator, however, can be limited by the presence of carbonate-rich sediments, the occurrence of
post-depositional K* addition (metasomatism, metamorphism, diagenetic illitization), as well as by
inheritance of clays from sedimentary rocks in the source area. Nevertheless, with appropriate caution, the
CIA (molar) is a useful tool for the assessment of the humidity conditions in the rock record.

© 2010 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction The CIA values for average shales range from 70 to 75 (Nesbitt and
Young, 1982). The large amount of aluminous clay minerals (such as
kaolinite) formed during intensive chemical weathering is reflected in

the high CIA values (80-100) of muds formed under tropical

The Chemical Index of Alteration (CIA) was proposed by Nesbitt
and Young (1982) as a measure of the role played by chemical

weathering in the production of clastic sediments. The ratio CIA=
(Al;03/Al;03 4+ Ca0* 4+ Na,0 + K,0) x 100 (where CaO* is the calcium
content of silicates) is based on the assumption that the dominant
process during chemical weathering is the degradation of feldspars
and the formation of clay minerals.

The importance of chemical weathering increases proportionately
under humid conditions, with leaching of the alkalis (Na*, K*) and Ca™*2,
and concentration of Al and Si in the residue. Conversely, in an
environment dominated by physical weathering, abrasion is the primary
producer of sediments by mechanical breakdown into smaller grain sizes.
The chemical alteration of feldspars to form clay minerals is thus
negligible under physical weathering.
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conditions. On the other hand, in glacial environments, where
abrasion is dominant over chemical weathering, common CIA values
range from 50 to 70 (Nesbitt and Young, 1982).

The use of the CIA in paleoclimatic studies assumes that this index is
ameasurement of the amount of the chemical weathering undergone by
the studied rocks. However, there are other factors that may affect the
CIA and need to be taken into account, including sediment provenance,
hydraulic sorting, and post-depositional processes that lead to K™
addition (e.g. diagenetic illitization and metasomatism).

The contribution of different source rocks to the formation of
sediments can be examined by the use of the A~-CN-K plot (Nesbitt
and Young, 1984, 1989; Akarish and El-Gohary, 2008) and/or the Ti/Al
ratio (Maynard, 1992; Sheldon, 2006; Sheldon and Tabor, 2009).

Hydraulic sorting can significantly influence the chemical compo-
siton of terrigenous sediments due to grain size and mineral sorting
(Bauluz et al., 2000). For instance, aluminum is concentrated in the


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.palaeo.2010.05.015
mailto:karin.goldberg@ufrgs.br
Unlabelled image
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.palaeo.2010.05.015
Unlabelled image
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00310182

176 K. Goldberg, M. Humayun / Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology 293 (2010) 175-183

clays, hence the larger the transport (i.e. distal regions), the finer the 1992) was an attempt to avoid this problem. Fedo et al. (1995)
sediments and the higher the Al concentration (Soreghan and suggested that the extent of metasomatic processes that have affected
Soreghan, 2007). There is also a tendency of larger grain sizes to a particular sandstone can be determined petrographically and the
concentrate feldspars, which leads to lower CIA values (Visser and original CIA value prior to K enrichment can be determined through

Young, 1990; Zimmerman and Bahlburg, 2003). the use of A-CN-K compositional space to constrain the initial
Several authors have observed the need to correct for later K+ composition of source rocks.
addition due to processes such as illitization and metasomatism (e.g. The CIA designed by Nesbitt and Young (1982) is calculated on the

Maynard, 1992; Fedo et al., 1995; Price and Velbel, 2003). The basis of major element chemistry of lutites. This method has been
calculation of CIA-K=100x (Al,03/Al,03 + CaO + Na,0) (Maynard, largely applied to the study of weathering trends in ancient mudstones
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Fig. 1. Frequency histograms of CIA (molar) values for muds and soils deposited under different precipitation conditions (increasing precipitation balance from top to bottom). Data
on modern sediments shown on the left column (histograms in black) and on ancient environments on the right (histograms in gray). Note the log scale on the x-axis. The bins refer
to the subdivision in the histograms, and the bin size is the number of CIA (molar) units per bar.
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(e.g. Visser and Young, 1990; Young et al., 1998; Young and Nesbitt,
1999; Young, 2002; Rashid, 2005; Alvarez and Roser, 2007; Sinha et al.,
2007; Kasanzu et al., 2008; Zaghloul et al., 2010), as well as for the study
of paleosols (e.g. Sheldon, 2003, 2005; Driese et al., 2005; Sheldon, 2006;
Sayyed and Hundekari, 2006; Zech et al., 2008; Singh et al., 2009).

The wide application of the CIA index has led to some improper use
of the method originally proposed. The literature provides examples
of the application of the CIA for variable grain sizes (comparing
sandstones and mudstones, for instance), including the calcium
content in carbonates (rather than only in the silicate fraction), and
ignoring clear post-depositional additions of K* (e.g. Bauluz et al.,
2000; Gu et al., 2002; Perez-Huerta and Sheldon, 2006; Minyuk et al.,

40

2007; Rahman and Suzuki, 2007; Akarish and El-Gohary, 2008;
Spalletti et al., 2008; Gallala et al., 2009), all factors which may render
the results unreliable.

Nonetheless, the utility of the CIA in paleoclimatic studies has
already been ascertained, and some studies have gone as far as
establishing and testing the relation between the CIA and mean annual
precipitation and temperature (Sheldon et al., 2002; Retallack, 2005,
2009; Hamer et al., 2007a,b).

In this study, we examine the CIA (molar) to attain a more
sensitive measure of the degree of chemical weathering, demonstrat-
ing its utility as a humidity indicator for both modern and ancient
muds. We present chemical analyses of 55 mudrock samples from a
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Fig. 2. Scatter plot of CIA (molar) versus Al,O3 (top) and K,0/Na,O (bottom). Squares are glacial sediments, diamonds are subtropical, and circles are tropical sediments. Solid

symbols are data on modern muds and open symbols on ancient ones.
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stratigraphic section of Early to Late Permian from the Parana Basin
and apply the CIA (molar) as a weathering index for paleoclimatic
studies in samples for which sedimentological and paleontological
constraints are also available (Goldberg, 2001).

2. The Chemical Index of Alteration (molar)

The Chemical Index of Alteration (CIA), as defined by Nesbitt and
Young (1982), has a limited range of variability due to the constraint
imposed by summing to 100%. We used the convention of converting the
raw abundances into moles by dividing the weight percent by molecular
weight, which gives the relative abundance on an atomic stoichiometric
basis (Retallack, 1997, 2001; Sheldon and Tabor, 2009). In this way, the
CIA (molar) results in a proportion between alumina and alkalis plus
calcium [ClAmolar = A1203(molar)/( Cao*molar + NaZOmolar + Kzomolar]v be-
coming a more sensitive measure of the degree of chemical weathering.

The advantage of using the molar ratio in the calculation of the index
is that CIA (molar) values are easily translated into degree of chemical
weathering when compared with the proportion between Al, alkalis and
Ca in the chemical formula of known minerals. For example, the molar
ratio of K and Na to Al in alkali feldspars [(K,Na) AlSi3Og] is 1:1. For illite
{K1A5_]AoAl4[SiGA5_7A0Al1_5_]AoOzo](OH)4}, the molar ratio of K to Al is 1:4.
Hence, the CIA (molar) index of fresh feldspars (and for unweathered,
non-peraluminous igneous rocks) is 1, but rises towards infinity as
chemical weathering progresses. With increasing chemical alteration,
CIA (molar) values increase due to the alteration of feldspars to clay
minerals, reaching the illite value of 4. Further chemical weathering
produces laterites and bauxites, which display greater CIA (molar)
values. CIA (molar) values smaller than 1 for clastic sediments may
indicate the presence of carbonates, which must be removed by leaching
the sediments with acetic acid prior to chemical analysis.

Therefore, the CIA (molar) index can be used to define the degree
of chemical weathering (and thus humidity fields) of clastic
sediments, provided it is calibrated against the composition of
modern sediments deposited under known weathering conditions.
The CIA (molar) ratio has been used to obtain paleo-precipitation
from Permian sediments (Retallack, 2009).

3. The CIA (molar) as an indicator of chemical weathering in modern
sediments

A database comprising 281 entries with chemical data for modern
and ancient sediments deposited under arid, semi-arid, semi-humid and
humid climate was assembled from the literature, and used to calibrate
the relationship between humidity and CIA (molar) values. A summary
of the database is available upon request to the corresponding author.

The compilation of the database took into account the following
criteria: i) data on the concentrations of Al,03, K50, Na,0O and CaO in
muds and soils were collected only for regions where the climatic
setting was clearly stated by the authors; ii) all the carbonate-bearing
sediments were excluded, since the CaO concentration reported in the
literature included the calcium content of both silicate and carbonate
fractions, not appropriate for CIA calculations; iii) sediments affected
by metasomatism or metamorphism were also excluded, as later
additions of K* might have occurred; iv) the sum of alkalis necessarily
had to be greater than zero, since it is the denominator in the
calculation of the CIA (molar); and v) the oxide concentration was
entered as “zero” when reported to be less than 0.01 wt.%.

The data are shown in Fig. 1. The histograms display a shift towards
higher values with increasing geological indicators of humidity,
whereas sediments deposited under conditions inferred to be arid
from other geological indicators show values tightly clustered around
1. The CIA (molar) values for both modern and Pleistocene arid
environments are close to 1 (denoting the presence of pristine
feldspars), whereas they are progressively more scattered and higher
toward tropical sediments for both modern and Cretaceous soils. As

expected, the most extreme values are found in laterites and bauxites,
with values greater than 1000. The histogram for modern subtropical
soils displays a small group of samples with CIA (molar) values much
higher than the mode. These values correspond to a study carried out
in subtropical soils collected in southern Brazil (Melfi et al., 1983), and
the spurious results are due to the reported KO concentration being
zero for this specific group of samples, and should perhaps be excluded
from the climate group. Then, modern subtropical soils (with one
exception) have CIA (molar) <10.

A similar trend can be observed if the data is displayed on XY
diagrams (Fig. 2). Once again, CIA (molar) values for sediments from
arid settings cluster around 1, whereas muds deposited under tropical
conditions lie consistently above the illite CIA (molar) value of 4.
Hence the CIA (molar) of both modern and ancient sediments

Table 1
Chemical analysis (in weight percent) and CIA (molar) data for mudrocks from the
Permian of the Parana Basin.

Core  Sample Strat. unit Na,0O CaO K;0 AlLOs; CIA (molar)

CA-53 48 Sanga do Cabral Fm. 1.12 024 3387 174 2.69
125.7  Sanga do Cabral Fm. 0.99 0.17 443 183 2.72
164 Rio do Rasto Fm. 1.36 032 4.89 184 2.26

202 Teresina Fm. 0.36 061 113 52 1.78
2204  Teresina Fm. 1.12 149 280 154 2.04
240.1  Teresina Fm. 1.97 117 285 104 1.23
257.7  Serra Alta Fm. 1.52 1.05 369 17.8 2.12
2714  Serra Alta Fm. 1.28 044 359 17.0 2.51
298.6  Irati Fm. 2.53 122 272 15.7 1.69
325.7  Palermo Fm. 1.60 031 3.16 159 2.42
3504  Palermo Fm. 233 0.65 3.56 183 2.07

364 R. Bonito/Palermo 179 0.13 254 176 2.97
389.1  R. Bonito/Palermo 1.24 0.067 2.77 215 4.17

4124  Rio Bonito Fm. 0.087 0.029 1.23 245 16.03
432 Rio Bonito Fm. 0.71 140 3.83 19.0 243
438.8  Rio Bonito Fm. 0.24 0.018 1.93 245 9.78
470.8  Rio Bonito Fm. 0.72 0.029 249 26.0 6.61
529.1  Itararé Gr. 3.55 043 4.63 17.2 148
547.2  Itararé Gr. 3.05 026 514 122 1.1
51553 Itararé Gr. 3.52 1.70 430 135 1
561 Itararé Gr. 4.05 030 432 123 1.03
580.2  Itararé Gr. 2.28 022 329 116 1.5
CA-79 1982  Sanga do Cabral Fm. 1.49 0.61 5.02 18.1 2.01

262.3  Sanga do Cabral Fm. 2.02 094 479 15.0 1.47
357.8 Morro Pelado Mb. 1.99 040 622 174 1.63
409.4  Morro Pelado Mb. 2.06 0.63 529 154 1.5

456.5 Morro Pelado Mb. 2.32 095 528 14.8 1.31
501.4  Morro Pelado Mb. 2.12 0.60 596 18.7 1.69

523.8  Serrinha Mb. 4.25 191 152 144 1.19
5344  Serrinha Mb. 6.52 052 279 220 15

588.4  Serrinha Mb. 5.86 045 157 11.1 0.92
6141  Teresina Fm. 1.63 085 4.65 18.0 1.94
649.8  Serra Alta Fm. .75 143 359 164 1.7
6714  Serra Alta Fm. 1.22 043 249 127 2.31
6814  Irati Fm. 1.18 036 3.10 14.0 2.35
698.3  Irati Fm. 1.57 099 283 159 2.14
723.6  Irati Fm. 1.18 053 3.61 15.1 2.23
747.2  Palermo Fm. 2.10 070 3.22 162 1.98
769.7  Palermo Fm. 1.80 094 279 179 2.33

802.5  R.Bonito/Palermo 1.13 0.18 3.51 19.1 32
8189 R Bonito/Palermo  0.80 029 256 220 4.77

8455  Rio Bonito Fm. 0.57 0.12 191 19.0 5.89
868.9  Rio Bonito Fm. 0.16 003 150 241 1254
883 Rio Bonito Fm. 0.92 004 246 217 5.09
886.6  Rio Bonito Fm. 1.00 033 1.80 122 2.89
CA-87 132 Botucatu Fm. 1.10 1.57 3.89 15.7 1.77

185.5  Sanga do Cabral Fm. 2.16 0.77 8.02 313 2.3

240.8  Sanga do Cabral Fm. 2.39 079 5.16 16.8 1.53
282 Sanga do Cabral Fm. 1.96 136 577 15.1 1.27
301.5 Sanga do Cabral Fm. 2.87 232 280 996 0383
378 Morro Pelado Mb.  2.18 125 497 126 1.12

437.5 Serrinha Mb. 3.19 337 210 978 0.72
520.2 Irati Fm. 2.55 231 264 21.0 1.87
554.1 Irati Fm. 0.67 16.9 0.61 350 0.11
580.5  Palermo Fm. 2.46 131 272 141 1.51
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Fig. 3. Geographic localization of the Parana and Chaco-Parana Basins in South America (after Zalan et al., 1991), and the drill cores sampled for this study in southern Brazil.

deposited in settings with different conditions of humidity is quite
distinctive, at least for the end-members, validating the use of this
index a humidity indicator.

Although the CIA is a widely-used weathering index, Xiao et al.
(2010) have warned of a potential problem with the application of the
CIA regarding autocorrelation, which is the cross-correlation of a
signal with itself. The CIA value of a sample may not reflect the exact
climate conditions during the time of deposition because of its
autocorrelation in sedimentary profiles, particularly for loess samples.
Therefore, the application of this index must comprise a careful
analysis of the succession investigated, preferably including other
indicators of the climatic conditions, e.g. sedimentological and/or
paleontological proxies.

4. Sample preparation and analytical techniques

The CIA (molar) method can be applied to mudrocks in general.
However, in order to avoid possible effects due to hydraulic fraction-
ation (as previously discussed), it is desirable that the elemental analysis
for CIA (molar) calculations is carried out in: (a) samples with a limited
range in grain size, either clay-sized (<0.004 mm) or silt-sized (between
0.004 and 0.0062 mm) rocks, (b) pristine samples, devoid of alteration
due to recent/sub-recent weathering processes (in this regard, samples
from drill cores are preferable to outcrop samples), and (c) siliciclastic
mudrocks, with low carbonate content (<30% carbonate), and with
removal of carbonate to ensure that the CaO measured is the calcium
content in silicates. In the present study, any carbonate present was
leached with 50% acetic acid prior to sample dissolution.

The samples selected for CIA (molar) analysis were hand-ground
in agate mortars, ultrasonically cleaned, and approximately 200 mg
powder was weighed into polypropylene centrifuge tubes, to which
50% acetic acid was added to remove carbonates. The acetic acid
leachate was discarded and the siliciclastic residues were transferred
to Savillex™ PFA vials, to which 3 ml of HF and 2 ml of HCl were then
added for dissolution. The vials were then sealed and heated on a hot
plate at 160 °C for 12 h in a Class 100 cleanroom. The contents were
then opened and evaporated to dryness. The solid residue was taken
up in 2 ml of HCIO,4 and fumed to remove silica. After the perchloric
acid dry-downs, the solids were re-dissolved in 6 ml of 8 N HNO3,
then sealed and heated on a hot plate for 12 h. The solutions were
then centrifuged to remove any residue and transferred to Nalgene™
125 ml LDPE bottles. To ensure complete dissolution of insoluble
alkali perchlorates, the residual material was re-dissolved with 8 N
HNOs, and heated on a hot plate for 12 h. The solutions were
subsequently diluted with 2% HNOs for analysis by Atomic Absorption
Spectrophotometry.

Elemental concentrations of Al, Ca, K and Na were measured in a
SpectrAA 220 atomic absorption spectrometer, using a nitrous oxide —
acetylene flame for Ca and Al, and an air - acetylene flame for K and Na
analyses. The wavelengths for each of the elements are as follows:
422.7 nm for Ca, 309.3 nm for Al, 766.5 nm for K, and 589.0 nm for Na.
To suppress ionization in Na and K analyses, the samples were spiked
with a Li nitrate solution to give a final concentration of 1 mg/ml. For Al
analysis, the addition of a La nitrate solution (also 1 mg/ml) was
necessary to minimize the effect of Si, Ca and phosphate on Al
absorbance. Based on replicate analyses, the percent standard devia-
tions were typically 5% for Al, 4% for Ca, and 2% for K and Na.
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The measured elemental concentrations are reported as oxide
abundances in Table 1. Table 1 also provides the CIA (molar) for the
samples calculated according to the formula ClAmoiar = Al,O3(molar)/
(CaOfotar+ + NazOmotar + K20molar), where CaO* is the Ca-content of
the silicate fraction of the sediment.

5. Application in the Permian of the Parana Basin

The Permian units of the Parana Basin (Fig. 3a) was used as an
example of the applicability of the CIA (molar) to paleoclimatic
studies because these rocks record an extreme climate change from
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Early to Late Permian, well documented in other geological and
paleontological archives (Gravenor and Rocha-Campos, 1983; Fair-
child et al., 1985; Rohn and Fairchild, 1985; Lavina and Faccini, 1993;
Nowatzki et al., 1996; Santos et al., 1996; Ziegler et al., 1997; Guerra-
Sommer and Cazzulo-Klepzig, 2000; Goldberg, 2001). The Permian
succession starts with the glacial deposits of the Itararé Group,
overlain by the coal-bearing Rio Bonito Formation and the transgres-
sive Palermo Formation. During maximum flooding of the basin, the
[rati and Serra Alta Formation were deposited. Regression in the basin
started with the deposition of the platformal Teresina Formation,
followed by the fluvial-lacustrine Rio do Rasto Formation and the
eolian Sanga do Cabral Formation in the Late Permian. Hence, the
expectation is that the CIA (molar) will reflect the change from arid
cold (glacial) to humid (coal) and finally to arid (desertic).

Major element analysis (Al,03, K50, Na,0, Ca0O) was performed for
55 claystones and shales from three wells drilled by the Brazilian
Geological Survey in southern Brazil, CA-53, CA-79 and CA-87 (Table 1).

Locations of the drill cores are given in Fig. 3b. The sample numbers refer
to the depth (in meters) down core.

The use of drill cores yielded the continuous recovery of the
Permian section and the selection of pristine samples that have
escaped modern tropical weathering. Twenty-two samples were
collected from core CA-53, twenty-three from CA-79, and ten from
CA-87.0ne sample from core CA-87 (554.1 m) was excluded due to its
high carbonate content (45%).

These cores have sampled different stratigraphic sections of the
Permian, thus the base of the Irati Formation was used as a datum for
correlation between drill cores, to ascertain that equivalent stratigraphic
sections were compared (Fig. 4). The base of the Irati Formation is a
ubiquitous marker that can be identified both in the gamma-ray logs (as
a radioactive peak) and in the lithologic logs (as carbonate breccias)
(Goldberg, 2001).

The CIA (molar) calculated for the Permian sediments in the Parana
Basin yielded sensible results, discriminating well between arid and
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humid conditions previously inferred from sedimentological or
paleontological indicators. Here, we address the potential problems
of diagenesis, illitization and potassium metasomatism in deeply
buried rocks. Petrographic analysis of sandstones associated with the
analyzed mudrocks indicates that illitization was minimum in the
studied units. From the 52 thin sections analyzed (18 thin sections
from CA-53, 16 thin sections from CA-79 and 18 thin sections from
CA-87), only one thin section from CA-79 (at 795.6 m, corresponding
to the Rio Bonito Formation) showed the presence of 2.5% illite.
Diagenesis involving potassium addition is also insignificant, since
only two thin sections from CA-53 (at depths of 624.9 and 630.8,
corresponding to the Itararé Group) display 0.5 volume % of K-feldspar
overgrowth. None of the analyzed thin sections has shown any signs of
metasomatism, thus it is reasonable to assume that there was no
significant K addition to create spurious results in the CIA calculations
carried out in the Permian units of the Parana Basin.

As shown in Fig. 4, the CIA (molar) for the analyzed cores displays
the lowest values in the Itararé Group (plotting along the feldspar
line), followed by a rapid increase to values above the illite line during
the deposition of the coal-bearing Rio Bonito Formation. The drop in
CIA (molar) values (to between the illite and the feldspar lines)
observed in the middle portion of the Rio Bonito Formation seems to
be associated with the presence of matrix-supported conglomerates,
interpreted as debris-flow deposits. Above the Rio Bonito Formation,
the CIA (molar) values oscillate between the illite and the feldspar
lines, except for a pronounced drop in the upper Teresina — lower Rio
do Rasto Formation.

The fluctuations of the CIA (molar) in the cores accords with
expectation for the stratigraphic units, based on sedimentologic and
paleontologic evidences. These variations can be translated in terms of
changes in the degree of chemical weathering, where the low values of
the Itararé Group, deposited under glacial influence, reflect an arid,
abrasion-dominated environment. The high values of the Rio Bonito
Formation, on the other hand, agree with a tropical or temperate, humid
climate, in which high rainfall would favor the development of
extensive vegetation, coal swamps and intense chemical weathering.
The drop in CIA (molar) values at the upper Teresina Formation
indicates an excursion to arid conditions. The existence of an arid setting
in this unit is corroborated by the presence of gypsum veins, anhydrite
and halite crystals associated with microbial lamination, which suggest
that these sediments were deposited in a playa lake environment.

The CIA (molar) data points for the different sequence strati-
graphic units are displayed in Fig. 5 and listed in Table 1. Fig. 5 is a
composite curve for the three cores from the Parana Basin, on which
CIA (molar) values of correlated Permian strata from Africa have been
plotted. The same trends in the variation of the degree of chemical
weathering observed in the individual cores emerge in the composite
curve. Even though there is a substantial spread in the values, the
paleoclimatic evolution outlined above appears once again, if the
average values for each unit are taken into account.

Itis interesting to observe that the CIA (molar) values calculated for
correlated Permian stratigraphic units in Africa fall amidst the values
for units in the Parana Basin. The glacial sediments of the Idusi
Formation (Diekmann and Wopfner, 1996) plot with the glacial Itararé
Group, and the post-glacial deposits of the Idusi Formation plot with
the Rio Bonito Formation. In the Karoo Basin (Scheffler et al., 2003,
2006), the calculated CIA (molar) for the Dwyka Group (correlative to
the Itararé Group in the Parana Basin), the Prince Albert Formation
(Lower Ecca Group, correlative to the Rio Bonito Formation), and the
Collingham Formation (Lower Ecca Group, correlative to the Serra Alta
Formation), all plot close to the CIA (molar) values of their correlative
units. The CIA study carried out by Scheffler et al. (2003, 2006) also
showed a progressive decrease in CIA values in the Upper Ecca and
Beaufort Groups, indicating decreasing chemical weathering and
increasing aridity for the Permian units in the Karoo Basin. Thus, the
African equivalents to the Permian of the Parana in southern Brazil

provide corroboration of basin-wide paleoclimate variations in the
Permian of Gondwanaland.

6. Conclusions

The chemical index of alteration, calculated as CIA (molar), seems
to be a reasonable proxy for paleo-humidity, provided some
limitations are taken into account:

(a) the CIA should not be used in carbonate-rich (>30% carbonate)
sediments, and the samples should be treated with acetic acid prior
to analysis to remove any carbonates present. A pre-treatment
with acetic acid was proven efficient for this purpose, although
dolomite is not as easily removed as calcite;

sediments subjected to metasomatism, metamorphism or
diagenetic illitization (the latter common in successions with
interbedded evaporites) do not yield sensible CIA results, as
they involve post-depositional additions of potassium. Hence it
is essential to ascertain that the studied succession has not
been subject to these processes;

(c) the CIA does not yield reliable results for samples submitted to
recent/sub-recent alteration, as the original climatic signal may
be overprinted;

the most important restriction in the use of the molar CIA as a
paleo-humidity indicator is the implicit assumption that the
source area is composed predominantly by feldspathic igneous
rocks, thus ignoring the effects of recycling of clastic sediments.
In a basin where the source rocks are mostly sedimentary, the
CIA of resulting mudrocks would bear a signature of chemical
weathering cycles taking place at different moments, and very
likely to be different from one another.

—~
£

(d

—

Nevertheless, with appropriate caution the CIA (molar) is a useful
tool for the assessment of humidity conditions in the rock record, as
demonstrated with the example from the Permian of the Parana Basin.
The CIA (molar) for the studied rocks accorded with expectations
based on sedimentologic and paleontologic evidence, discriminating
well between arid and humid conditions in the basin.
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